[Stress ultrasonography with dobutamine in the diagnosis of coronary disease].
Digital stress echocardiography (DSE) with dobutamine infusion has recently emerged as an attractive alternative to exercise stress testing for evaluating coronary artery disease. DSE seems particularly useful in the diagnosis or the assessment of ischemia in patients unable to exercise or when the test is difficult to interpret. DSE has also proved to be useful in patients undergoing preoperative evaluation of cardiac risk. The assessment of residual myocardial viability in patients with previous myocardial infarction is another promising development. After a description of the methodology of dobutamine stress echocardiography, this article reviews the experience obtained to date with this technique in the diagnosis and the evaluation of coronary artery disease.